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I
’ll start with the worst moment of the visit to Westport and the Castlecourt Hotel – it was 

having to pack our bags and leave.

That and the fact that, before arriving there, I took the wrong road on the way to this 

wonderful town in County Mayo, and had to listen to a torrent of criticism from my tired 

and hungry wife Diane, who found her voice again after having already talked her way 

through six counties.

What had started out as a short break for the purposes of writing a review became 

one of the best weekends I’ve spent in any hotel. In fact, I was seduced by the Castlecourt 

Hotel so swiftly and so completely, that Diane began to insist that she should write the review, 

because my praise was so fulsome that readers might consider the article a bit ‘over the top’ and 

therefore might not believe it.

But by the end of the two night stay, she was filling in a questionnaire that contained the 

question: ‘If you owned the Castlecourt Hotel what would you change?’ And she wrote: ‘I would 

not change anything.’

And it’s true, the hotel has everything going for it – exceptional staff, superb 

service and a character that’s all its own. It is so full of nooks and crannies in the 

public areas that you can choose to enjoy the atmosphere created by other parties, 

or simply find a cosy corner where you can relax in silence.

The Castlecourt Hotel has been described as ‘one of the best-loved leisure hotels 

in the west of Ireland, famous for its warm and friendly atmosphere’. That sort of 

eulogic description is easy to use and easy to justify, and it really is a place that is 

easy to fall in love with. It’s also much bigger inside than you might think when you 

first see it. Sadly we only stayed for two nights, which was not long enough to fully 

explore the complex and its many facilities.

Classical carvery lunch
It’s also remarkably busy out of season, having 153 bedrooms and two restaurants to 

choose from; the celebrated Orchard Restaurant offering a delicious mix of Irish and 

continental cuisine and the Courtyard Bistro serving a classical carvery lunch and a 

selection of afternoon snacks and evening meals. 

Later you can soak up the atmosphere or dance the night away at the legendary 

Petie Joe’s Bar where, in my humble opinion, the bar staff are as good as they come.

The hotel is also part of the Westport Plaza & Castlecourt Hotel Resort which 

offers a wider selection of bars and restaurants as well the spectacular Spa Sula. 

Diane and I both enjoyed the thermal suite at the spa and I treated myself to 

my first ever full-body massage, expertly delivered by Sinead, who commented 

on the levels of tension in my back. 

I explained this was entirely due to 

the stress of a journalist’s life, but 

the weekend had already reduced 

stress levels. After the thermal suite 

and massage I was led to a relaxation 

area, complete with pods stuffed with 

cushions, where I could easily have lain 

for hours. I’m sure some clients do because I’d swear one or two were asleep.

Spa Sula features 12 treatment rooms including a hydrotherapy bath and couples’ 

suite, and the thermal suite includes the Rasul Chamber, sauna, steam room, salt 

grotto, ice fountain, ‘Experience Showers’, foot spas, and an invigorating outdoor 

rock pool and garden relaxation area. A wide range of treatments are available, 

and guests of both hotels can avail of the Castlecourt C Club leisure facilities, which 

include indoor heated pool, spa, jacuzzi, sauna, steam room and children’s pool.

We enjoyed people-watching
As for atmosphere, this hotel is full of it. On Saturday evening, before we went for 

a drink in Petie Joe’s where an entertaining impromptu ceilidh broke for around 

15 minutes, we enjoyed people-watching in the lobby. A special function was 

organised for Joe Kennedy, Mayo’s Person of the Year in 2010, who apparently is a 

philanthropist who gave away £10 million and whose guests included politicians and 

leading business people, as well as a papal representative.

Further along the lobby members of a hen party, all dressed to look like Audrey 

Hepburn, were gathering before going on to the night club, and men and women 

sat drinking in traditional Norwegian dress. We learned that they had come for a 

Christening – of the baby of an Irish/ Norwegian couple – and therefore dressed 

exactly as they would have done for a baptism at home.

When it was time to leave, Diane said she wanted to stay another night, but we 

both knew that was not possible as we had work the next day. However we agreed 

that, as well as our annual holiday, we would start a special Castlecourt Hotel fund, 

to take a trip to Westport a couple of times a year and simply spoil ourselves rotten.

As we drove away, Diane made a smart aleck remark about men liking sat navs 

because they like a firm woman telling them what to do, then insisted I turn mine 

on because she did not want to get lost again.

However, I don’t think that’s likely to happen, not least because I intend to 

become very familiar indeed with the road to Westport.

n For more information visit www.castlecourthotel.ie
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